Tallapoosa church of Christ

January 23, 2022

Welcome Visitors
............................................
We are blessed by your
attendance and
worshipping with us!
Prayer Requests
............................................
Martha Payne
Penny Hicks
Bonnie Godwin
The Wilkersons
Sharon Estvanko
Sarah Stapler
Joyce Combs
SJ Hayes and family
Jonathan and Stacy Cantrell
(friends of the Hotalen’s)

Birthdays & Anniversaries

January
Amy Mallory
Hal Cash
Caden Mallory
Joyce Combs

Anniversaries
Kitty and Edward Shaw

The Truth
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2
18
31
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Practice Makes Us More Perfect
There are very few areas of expertise achieved
by men apart from diligent study and
practice.
Olympic athletes and other individuals
considered to be at the peak of physical
human ability are not born that way. They
have a regime they have followed, and most of
them practice, and practice, and practice,
devoting hours a day to improving
themselves. Our physicians and surgeons are
not considered competent to take us apart
and put us back together again without first
undergoing years of study and training. There
are many more examples that could be given.
What do you want? How are you
getting there?
There are not many activities where constant
practice does not improve ability. And there
are few activities where, with enough practice,
most people can not achieve some
competence. Generally, when an individual
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1. Hearing the Word of God (Rom. 10:17; Acts 16:32)
2. Believe what is taught (Mark 16:16; Heb 11:6)
3. Repentance (Acts 2:38; Luke 13:3; Acts 17:30)
4. Confession (Acts 8:37; Rom. 10:9-10)
5. Baptism (1Peter 3:21; Acts 2:38; Mark 16:16; Rom.
6:3-4)
6. After the above ve steps, faithful ( Christian

living (1 Peter 2:11-12; Rev. 2:10)

This Week Leading Worship:

Sunday Morning:

Sunday Morning:
Announcements

Kelly Cauthen

Scripture

Korbin Cauthen

Song Leader

Harel Otwell

Opening Prayer

Tony Hotalen

Table

Brandon Estvanko

Assisting

Carlos Payne

Closing Prayer

Brennan Mallory

Announcements

Harel Otwell

Song Leader

Brandon Estvanko

Opening Prayer/Table

Camp Mallory

Closing Prayer

Kenny Laminack

fi

Announcements

Tony Hotalen

Scripture

Camp Mallory

Song Leader

Brennan Mallory

Opening Prayer

Harel Otwell

Table

Kenny Laminack

Assisting

Korbin Cauthen

Closing Prayer

Joe Mallory

Sunday Evening:

Sunday Evening:

The Truth

Next Week Leading Worship:

Announcements

Joe Mallory

Song Leader

Camp Mallory

Opening Prayer/Table

Harel Otwell

Closing Prayer

Brennan Mallory
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says, “I could never do that,” what they really mean is that they don’t want
to spend the time and energy to learn how to do a thing. Sometimes such
thinking is borne out of fear, but if we were to be honest with ourselves,
frequently it’s just laziness or a lack of proper motivation on our part.
Why should we think that it is any different in matters of spiritual
achievement?
The Bible reminds us concerning spiritual ability, maturity, and our
ability to understand the Bible: “For everyone who partakes only of
milk is unskilled in the word of righteousness, for he is a babe. But solid
food belongs to those who are of full age, that is, those who by reason of
use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil (Hebrews
5:13-14; NKJV).”
Let us first notice that it is possible to be “unskilled” in God’s word;
implying that it is fully possible to be “skilled.” This skill is achieved, not
through the passage of time, but through, “reason of use,” and,
“exercising” the senses to discern good and evil. In other words, spiritual
ability and spiritual talents get better with practice and exercise, just like
any other skill.

Reminders:
Area Wide Singing - Bremen Friday, 1-28
@7:00PM
Wedding for Grace and Caden 2-5-22 @2:00PM
All are invited!

Sunday Bible study: 10AM
Sunday Worship: 11AM
Sunday Afternoon: 6 PM
Wednesday Bible study: 7PM
Joe Mallory, Minister
770-597-5009

West Georgia church of Christ - Momentum
Youth Rally (Saturday, January 29th)
www.tallapoosacoc.com
facebook.com/tallapoosachurchofchrist
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Have you considered the fact that Jesus Christ, the Son of God, made
like us in every way, and partaking of the full human experience, had to
study to get better with God’s word? We find Him engaged in a Bible
study at the age of 12, and when found doing so, He identified the study as
His Father’s will (cf. Luke 2:46-49). Thereafter we read that Jesus,
“increased in Wisdom and Stature (Luke 2:52).” Jesus grew to be a wise
man, because, from a very young age, He applied Himself to obtaining
that wisdom. He became good at doing the right thing because he
practiced constantly doing the right thing, so that He could say of His
relationship with God, “I always do those things that please Him.” (John
8:29)
But someone will say, “Well Jesus was God in the flesh, I could never
be like Him.” As in so many other things, however, such a statement is
more of an excuse not to try than it is a valid argument.
God wants us to try to be more like Jesus. The term “Christian” means,
“Christ-like.” The Scriptures encourage us, telling us that we should look
to the example of Jesus as our model for love, forgiveness and many other
things (cf. Ephesians 5:2; 1 Peter 2:21; etc.) In fact, God very clearly tells
us in His word that the goal is to grow spiritually, to reach the measure of
the fullness of the stature of Christ (Ephesians 4:13). You might want to
declare that you can’t grow spiritually, but God says you can, and that you
should, even if such an endeavor is going to take effort on your part.
Sure, chances are pretty good that if you begin the process of spiritual
growth, at some point you are going to falter. But it is only when we stop
practicing that we stop improving. Don’t sell yourself short. God sees great
potential in you. Don’t let laziness, fear, or indifference prevent you from
achieving that potential. It takes practice, but the more you practice, the
easier it gets.
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